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carried out, would be shared in various degrees by multitudes of individuals, as much by those who would give no aid in the undertaking as by those who would make the greatest sacrifices, whether of their time or of their money. It may be, that the entire cost would prove almost inappreciable if compared with the benefits which would accrue; and yet, from the difficulty of apportioning the burden of the undertaking among those who are able and who ought to bear it, the improvement too often remains neglected till the time for effecting it is past, and it has become no longer possible. When this has been the case, regret for the past is vain, unless it impel us to employ more foresight, and to apply more vigorous exertions for the future.
All inquiries into the advantages of such improvements, into the difficulties and impediments which obstruct their introduction, and into the best means of removing these, are essentially social questions, and fall peculiarly within the province of a Social Inquiry Society. The discussion of such questions, I may be permitted to say, is not to be looked on as a mere barren debate. The ultimate purpose is a practical one; and when persons meet together in a true spirit of candid inquiry, and with a genuine wish to promote good objects, their efforts are sure to be, in many cases, crowned with success.
67.   NATIONALIZATION OF PUBLIC WORKS.
[From The Northern Whig of January 21, 1869.]
TPIE annual meeting of the Belfast Engineering and Architectural Association was held in the Athonajum on Friday evening, the 15th January, 1869—Professor James Thomson, M.A., C.E., presiding. The meeting being opened, the minutes were read by the secretary, Mr Kelly; after which Professor Thomson, who had been elected as President for the year 1869, delivered his opening address.
He stated that he had selected, as the subject to which he would limit his address, a question which is of great and wide-extending interest in connexion with engineering works throughout the world, and which at present is one of special importance